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A Note About The VC Blending Drills

You might notice that some of the letter combinations in 

the VC blending drills resemble open syllables. However, 

these pages are not intended to teach syllable types or 

introduce words. They are designed specifically for 

beginning blending practice!

Before students can successfully blend three or more 

sounds to read CVC words, they need opportunities to 

practice connecting just two sounds.

These drills intentionally pair a consonant with a vowel to 

help students practice:

• Identifying individual letter-sound correspondences

• Connecting two sounds through successive blending

• Moving smoothly from one sound to the next without 

adding pauses or extra sounds

• Building the foundational blending skills needed for CVC 

word reading

Students should produce the sounds represented by the 

letters and blend them together smoothly. They are not 

being asked to identify these combinations as words, apply 

open-syllable rules, or memorize them.

The goal is blending sounds, not reading syllables. These 

drills are a temporary instructional scaffold that helps 

students develop the blending skills needed for successful 

word reading. Once students have mastered the VC 

blending drills, they can progress to the included CVC 

blending drills to practice connecting three sounds.
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ma sa ta

pa fa da

na ca ba

ga ha ra

Tap and Blend Through
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la wa ja

ya va za

ma sa ta

pa fa da

Tap and Blend Through
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mi si ti

pi fi di

ni ki bi

hi ri li

Tap and Blend Through
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wi ji yi

vi zi mi

si ti pi

fi di ni

Tap and Blend Through



©Tara West - Little Minds at Work          VC

me se te

pe fe de

ne be he

re le we

Tap and Blend Through
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je ye ve

ze me se

te pe fe

de ne be

Tap and Blend Through
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mo so to

po fo do

no co bo

go ho ro

Tap and Blend Through
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lo wo jo

yo vo zo

mo so to

po fo do

Tap and Blend Through
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mu su tu

pu fu du

nu cu bu

gu hu ru

Tap and Blend Through
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lu wu ju

yu vu zu

mu su tu

pu fu du

Tap and Blend Through
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yu vu zu
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Tap and Blend Through



©Tara West - Little Minds at Work          CVC

mat sat pat

fat tap sap

map sat tap

pat mat sap

Tap and Blend Through
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sit fit pit

did dip dim

fit did pit

dip sit dip

Tap and Blend Through
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mat sat pit

f i t tap sip

map sit dim

pat did sap

Tap and Blend Through
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not top pot

pop dot cop

cot mop nod

cod tot pom

Tap and Blend Through
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not tap pit

pop dot cap

cot map nod

kid tot kit

Tap and Blend Through
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nut mud bun

pup cut cup

dud bug gum

bud gut mug

Tap and Blend Through
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not mad pit

pup cat cop

dud bag gum

bid got mug

Tap and Blend Through
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net set pen

pep den ten

hen red bed

led wet jet

Tap and Blend Through
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nut sub pat

pip dab tug

hen rug bid

lad yet vet

Tap and Blend Through
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zip yak box

pet dug tip

yes rot bud

lip wax jug

Tap and Blend Through
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pet dug tip
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Tap and Blend Through
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copyright and trademark registrations. All rights reserved.

No part of this digital download may be reproduced electronically, 
shared without additional licenses, or placed on the internet for 
others to access without the prior permission from the publisher, Tara 
West.

If you are a school district using this download as curriculum for 
more than one teacher an additional school license will need to be 
purchased.
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