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A Note About The VC Blending Drills

You might nofice that some of the letter combinations in
the VC blending drills resemble open syllables. However,
these pages are not infended to teach syllable types or
infroduce words. They are designed specifically for
beginning blending practicel

Before students can successfully blend three or more
sounds to read CVC words, they need opportunities to
practice connecting just two sounds.

These drills intenfionally pair a consonant with a vowel to

help students practice:

« ldentifying individual letter-sound correspondences

« Connecting two sounds through successive blending

*  Moving smoothly from one sound to the next without
adding pauses or extra sounds

« Building the foundational blending skills needed for CVC
word reading

Students should produce the sounds represented by the
letters and blend them together smoothly. They are not
being asked to identify these combinations as words, apply
open-syllable rules, or memorize them.

The goal is blending sounds, not reading syllables. These
drills are a temporary instructional scaffold that helps
students develop the blending skills needed for successful
word reading. Once students have mastered the VC
blending drills, they can progress to the included CVC
blending drills to practice connecting three sounds.
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