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Thanks so much for downloading my Critter’N ELA and Math Sorts. This packet is designed to 

offer a fun and engaging way to practice literacy and math skills.  You will be able to use these 

sorting centers as a supplement to your whole-group lesson and/or as an independent center 

option.  To prep the centers, simply print the two sorting mats, the two pages of cards and then 

cut these cards individually.  You will then print out the matching recording sheet.  The students 

will need to have a pencil, crayons, scissors and glue. Below you can see the sorts in action.   If 

you choose to utilize these centers for more than one use, then you’ll want to laminate them for 

durability.  On the following pages you can learn some additional tips and tricks for the sorts.

If you have any additional questions as always, feel free to email me at 

littlemindsatworkllc@gmail.com, follow me on Facebook, or visit my blog, Little Minds at Work.
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Critter’N ELA and Math Sorts

Each of the mats are labeled with the sort 

number.  The cards are also labeled with sort 

number.  You can store the mats and cards in 

a baggie for easy access.  

Each of the sorts comes with its own sorting cut 

and glue practice sheet.  This is a great way to 

show student mastery of the independent 

center.  Students can complete the practice 

sheet at the end of the center.

You can follow the word lists on the following 

page if you should be unsure about a certain 

word/picture.  You can take it a step further by 

writing the picture name on the back of each 

card.  Students will be able to turn over the 

card and self-check.



Critter’N ELA and Math Sorts
ELA Sort 1: B/D

B: bus, ball, book, basket, bird, bat, butterfly, balloon, bear

D: door, dinosaur, dragonfly, dice, donut, dolphin, drum, dart, dog

ELA Sort 4: th

Th: thermos, thief, thorn, thread, throne, thumb, this, them, thin

Th: whale, wheat, wheel, shark, shell, ship, chair, cheese, cheery

ELA Sort 5: sh

Sh: shark, ship, shovel, shell, shirt, shoe, shrimp, shred, shrink

Sh: whale, wheat, wheel, thread, thermos, thumb, chair, cheese, cheery

ELA Sort 6: ch

Ch: chair, chin, church, cheese, chest, cherry, punch, lunch, inch

Ch: thermos, thief, shovel, thorn, shirt, shoe, whisker, whisk, wheel

ELA Sort 7: Short a

Short a: cab, mad, bag, jam, can, cap, hat, tag, dad

Short a: rod, mom, rot, hen, red, ten, lip, him, rid

ELA Sort 8: Short i

Short i: bib, hid, lid, pig, rim, fin, pin, dip, fit

Short i: dab, pad, ham, job, men, beg, rub, sob, hem

ELA Sort 9: Short u

Short u: bug, mud, cub, mug, pup, cut, sub, gum, bus

Short u: web, cob, box, bed, cat, cot, cab, bag, peg

ELA Sort 10: Short e

Short e: web, bed, red, leg, peg, den, pen, ten, jet

Short e: bug, pod, lid, pin, pup, fin, sun, dot, mop

ELA Sort 11: Short o

Short o: cob, rob, fox, mom, rod, mop, box, dot, hog

Short o: bug, bed, can, leg, mug, cap, sun, hat, jet

ELA Sort 12: Long a

Long a: cape, face, gate, bale, bake, vase, game, cage, cane

Long a: ride, nine, kite, fume, mule, cute, lobe, pole, bone

ELA Sort 13: Long i

Long i: ride, nine, kite, pipe, bike, fire, mice, lime, pile

Long i: cape, tube, pole, fume, bake, robe, dune, cone, cane

ELA Sort 14: Long u

Long u: cube, tube, mute, fume, mule, cute, dune, tune, huge

Long u: hole, note, code, tape, cage, male, dice, file, time

ELA Sort 15: Long o

Long o: note, tote, dome, zone, mole, woke, rode, nose, robe

Long o: cube, nine, gate, fume, bike, vase, dune, lime, cane

ELA Sort 3: Rhyming Pairs

Rhyming: car, start; frog, dog; honey, bunny; door, pour; gate, skate; snow, 

throw; caught, spot; eye, pie; moon, spoon

Rhyming: gate, car; honey, frog; bunny, eye; door, spoon; snow, skate; star, 

throw; caught, pour; dog, pie; moon, spot

ELA Sort 2: M/N

M: magnet, macaroni, muffin, mitten, mermaid, monster, mailbox, mirror, monkey

N: nail, ninja, note, nut, narwhale, net, notebook, needle, nest

ELA Sort 16: Letters Vs Words/Numbers

Math Sort 1: Combos that equal 5

Math Sort 2: Combos that equal 10

Math Sort 3: Ways to make 5

Math Sort 4: Ways to make 6

Math Sort 5: Ways to make 7

Math Sort 6: Ways to make 8

Math Sort 7: Ways to make 9

Math Sort 8: Ways to make 10

Math Sort 9: Equations that equal 5

Math Sort 10: Equations that equal 6

Math Sort 11: Equations that equal 7

Math Sort 12: Equations that equal 8

Math Sort 13: 2D shapes

Math Sort 14: 3D shapes

Math Sort 15: Counting sets that equal 5

Math Sort 16: Counting sets that equal 10
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Name: 
Equations that equal  7

Feed the animal

=7 =7
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