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What does it mean? What does it look like?

Decode (read)- The student will tap each 

individual sound within a word to read it. 

The student will then blend the sounds 

back together to state the word. The 

student might also read the entire word 

without stating the individual sounds. This 

is the goal.  Apply- Write words on a 

sheet of paper or use decodable texts. 

Student will decode the words.

Encode (map)- The student will say a  

picture name, tap (determine) the 

number of sounds in the word, map the 

sounds in the word, and then write the 

matching letter for each sound. Apply- 

State a word aloud. Have the student 

count the number of sounds in the word 

and push up a manipulative for each 

sound. Finally, write the matching sounds.

Write (dictate)- The student will state the 

picture name or listen to a word given to 

them orally. They will then (spell) apply a 

written letter for each sound that they 

hear. Apply- State aloud a word. The 

student will write the matching word.

Irregular High Frequency Words- Are sight 

words that contain parts that require 

explicit teaching. These sounds are 

irregular and can not be “sounded out” 

when reading or spelling. These sounds 

are oftentimes called heart sounds as we 

must remember them by heart. The 

student will follow the same steps as they 

applied while encoding skill-based words. 

How many sounds do you hear? Draw 

that many lines/boxes. Write the known 

sounds and determine the heart sounds. 

dog

/d/, /o/, /g/
dog

dog

d o g

said

/e/

s ai d

We hear 3 sounds. We hear /s/ and /d/. The 
heart sound we hear is /e/. ai spells /e/ in said.
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